Abstract This work presents an accurate, sensitive and selective thin-layer chromatography densitometry method for the simultaneous determination of diacerein in the presence of rhein, the active metabolite and hydrolytic degradation product of diacerein, and emodin, the diacerein impurity, in bulk powder and different pharmaceutical formulations. Chromatographic separation was performed on aluminum plates precoated with 60 F254 silica gel using hexane ethyl acetate acetic acid (60: 40: 0.8, by volume) as a developing
